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What should we consider before offering support?

The Iwate International Association celebrated "World Fair Trade Day" on Saturday, May 11th. We held a mini-workshop and film

screening of the movie "Poverty, Inc.", after which we discussed a variety of problems revolving around the act of "support".

Global Inequality and potato chips

In this workshop, in order to easily illustrate how global income
is being distributed throughout the world, we used 3 bags of
potato chips to represent the total sum of global earnings, and
divided them amongst 5 groups in a manner that would reflect
how earnings are being distributed today.

These 5 groups represented the Upper Class, the Upper Middle
Class, the Lower Middle Class, the Working Class, and the Poor.
After dividing them up, the Upper Class was in possession of 2
bags of chips, and the last bag had to be divided amongst the
remaining 4 groups. The Poor received little more than a single
chip in the end. After seeing "equality" in this way, you might
think that offering to support the impoverished would be the
right thing to do, however, "the way in which we offer support”
becomes our next problem.

Support can harm people?!

We'll use the example that was used in the movie; a large
quantity of solar panels was sent to aid Haiti following the 2010
Haiti Earthquake. At a glance, one might assume that this
would help support the lives of the people, and perhaps even

enrich them. For some people, however, it did the exact oppo-
site. Namely, the employees of Haiti's largest solar panel
company, Enersa. Their business continuity was threatened as
they had no means to compete with free solar panels. This
example shows how "good intentions" can harm people by
taking away their independence. This story is a long way from
Japan, but we're sure that there are people who can remember
similar situations in the wake of the Great East Japan Earth-

quake and Tsunami. This could have been our story.

What we can do

However, we do not mean to say that all support will result in
more pain. Temporary aid will of course be necessary for those
in need following a disaster, but the appropriate means of
supporting them will differ depending on the time, the place,
and the current situation. There may not be anyone who knows
the perfect way to offer support, but upon learning this, the
first thing we should consider from now on is how the support
we are sending might be used, and what effect it may have on

the people that receive it.
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A casual conversation group led by native
speakers.
& Iwate International Association
fis International Exchange Center (Aiina, 5F)
(@®© June 1 (Sat.) 14:00 - 15:00
July 6 (Sat.) 14:00 — 15:00
¥ Free
[4 Reservations not required.
@ Iwate International Association, Ms.Oikawa
& 019-654-8900
™ chatland@iwate-ia.or.jp
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Experience Latin American culture while
learning simple Spanish phrases!

& Iwate International Association

fig International Exchange Center (Aiina, 5F)
@© June 8 (Sat.) 14:00 - 15:00

¥ Free

[4 Reservations not required.

(@ lwate International Association, Ms. Oikawa
& 019-654-8900

™ chatland@iwate-ia.or jp
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Ed will introduce the history and culture of
his home country El Salvador, located in
Central America.

& Iwate International Association

B International Exchange Center (Aiina, 5F)
(@® June 15 (Sat.) 14:00 - 15:30

¥ Free

[# Reservations required (Tel, E-mail)

(@ Iwate International Association, Ms.Oikawa
@ 019-654-8900

™ chatland@iwate-ia.or.jp
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Performance by five members of the
Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra and the
NHK Symphony Orchestra.

& Hiraizumi - Ichionseki International
Music Festival Planning Committee

B Chusonji Hakusan Shrine Noh Stage

O July 4 (Thu.) 14:00- (13:00 Open doors)

3 3,000 yen (Tickets at the door : 3,500 yen)

Where to buy tickets
Ichinoseki Tourist Association,
JTB Oshu Branch

(@ Ichinoseki Tourist Association
& 0191-23-0066
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A casual conversation group led by native
speakers.

& Iwate International Association

fi§ International Exchange Center (Aiina, 5F)
(@© July 13 (Sat.) 14:00 - 15:00

¥ Free

[ Reservations not required.

(@ Iwate International Association, Ms.Oikawa
@ 019-654-8900

™ chatland@iwate-ia.or.jp
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Announcements from the Association
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Consultation for Foreigners/5ME| A [B15 & 1]

g 71—7 5k EERRMRtE2— /International

BRATATHEY. SELBMLET!

Once more unto the Morioka Sansa Odori !
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Exchange Center (Aiina, 5F) /Aiina 5 # EFRIR 0 B
¥ SR/ Free/ INFIZ A EE EDT
SN 200/
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O #A%E3KEE 15:00~18:00 BEFEAE

% EFHN=>@ 019-654-8900

Consultation with a Legal Administration Expert

(© 3rd Wednesday of the month, 3:00pm-6:00pm
% Prior booking is essential = @& 019-654-8900

7B 6H (1)18:00~20:00
7 B10H (K) 18:00~20:00
7 B28H (H) 18:00~20:00

The Iwate International Association's team "Friends
with the World" will be participating once again in

R %R &8 H this year's Sansa Odori. Please keep an eye on our
© SRE=/AE= 1500~ 1800 homepage, where we will soon post the details on

% IFIRAIINY = @ 019-654-8900

NEANEKEICKBHEHK

how to apply!

* Participation date will be determined in late June.

Participation Requirements
Participants must be in fourth grade or above

Participation fee : 200 yen

FREEE - O MR ET TR Must be able to participate in more than two
BARR ceeeeeeeeees O mEKER 14:00~16:00 practice sessions

NhFL5E - OBBL#EHE 14:00~16:00
BRERE - O &A% 37KBEH 14:00~16:00
FH=> ® 019-654-8900

Consultation in Foreign Languages

Chinese (O Reservation available at any time
English (©OWednesday 2:00pm-4:00pm
Vietnamese (O Saturday 2:00pm-4:00pm

Korean (3 Wednesday of the month 2:00 pm-4:00 pm
booking=% 019-654-8900

Scheduled practice days

July 6 (Sat.)  18:00-20:00
July 10 (Wed.) 18:00-20:00
July 28 (Sun.) 18:00-20:00
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Consultations with the Iwate Bar
Association for foreign residents
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553 [E:(D20204F 1 A25H (£) 13:00~16:00
En77—7 5 & BRI 2 —

ZENTHDNDETT> @ 019-654-8900

Our lawers will provide 3 free consultation days
where you can talk about issues you may need
help with. Please don't hesitate to consult with us.
Japanese, English, Chinese, Korean, Spanish and
Vietnamese interpretation can be provided.
*Please inquire in advance for availability of

interpreters for other languages.

1st day : (®2019, July 20 (Sat.) 13:00 -16:00

2nd day : (© 2019, Oct. 19 (Sat.) 13:00 -16:00

3rd day : (© 2020, Jan. 25 (Sat.) 13:00 -16:00

&R Aiina 5F International Exchange Center

[4 Prior booking is essential = @& 019-654-8900
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Morioka International Relation Association
BENERZ RS

EA T020-8530 EFREMAAAI2-2

& 019-626-7524

™ info@mira-morioka.com

@ http://www.mira-morioka.com/Ig/lg.html

1. TEFEDBN Main activities TEVESNE

BT RICEFRRAOEEZRET 5csd. RN\ FOREPHEZERE. NEETRZHEMNE LREE. HHE. EAKRFETOXILREN 7
& BEVWEEZEBLTCWE Y, Ffe. PELEZBRRATOMKET CHEAT X - EY FUTHITRET BHFEE Y U THHELERL TWEY,

We provide the opportunity for cultural exchange to Morioka City residents by organizing a wide variety of activities for them, such as; exchange events,
foreign language classes, and arranging for foreign residents to visit pre-schools, kindergartens, and schools for the elderly to introduce their culture. We
also organize educational school trips for middle school students to Morioka City's sister city Victoria, Canada.
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2. e LThHEANTWVWSREC S Where we focus our efforts as an association HhESbEEESMAHENE L

NEFEHREMEIMERICH BT SHREXILNERZRFDOALD—DDHBORTHE L TOK TEREYFINCE > TVWET ., HRTIE. NEFE
MRAKVES LYY FBAKYZFANPT K GEBEEL D BFEROERDRIHBICHZEANTEYEY, e BEAGEAFZ -ETFUT
™ & DI0FELLEH A HITR L2020 RA U EV T « INSUVEY VBBARICBITBHTEDRA 2T E LTDEE %, BT & &
LTHRYBEATOETY,

Often, as the number of foreign residents in a city increases, people of various cultural backgrounds  will tend to live in the same area. As an International
Association, we are focusing our efforts on creating opportunities for intercultural exchange with local residents so that we may be more welcoming, and
thus make integrating easier for foreign residents. Furthermore, we have worked together with Morioka City for more than 30 years now on the continuing
sister city relationship with Victoria City in Canada, and are now assisting with preparations to become Canada's host town for the Olympic and Paralympic
Games Tokyo 2020.

BESNEETDROEEN, BETRXAERHAER - REXREFERABR. BEBBNTEIEELNERZR S, BEREENTHE
ATFERATEAIMEETRERE BNHNthEEBEINGTT. RNTHMNERELFITHELFLET0FE M ENAFHTIR, HERMRE2020
FEDPNRRRESTREAREZSHE, BEFRNTERNERTIMAT R EFES.

mBADEITFIcOEZ E A word to all our readers ZEEHEN—AiE
BEEERZRBE TR, SEELRAGEELAERLTVEEYT, IRV Za—T7IVLeR—LR—IE—FEHNTHTL TN !

This year the Morioka International Association will be hosting a variety of events. To find out more, please take a look at our new homepage!
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Fair enough.
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